
Contents

13 Introduction
by Jacek Kurczewski

Part і
25 The Differentiation o f the Lifetime Opportunities 

o f the Youth and Children o f Poland 
by Barbara Fatyga and Przemysław Zielinski

27 In tr o d u ctio n

27 A. Main Targets of this Report
28 B. Definition of the Situation of Children and Youth in Poland
29 C. General Characteristics of the Sources of Knowledge 

pertaining to Children and Youth in Poland
31 D. Characteristics of the Sources
32 E. Objective and Subjective Differentiation Criteria 

for the Situation of the Children and Youth in Poland
35 Notes

37 C h a p t e r  і. D em o g r a ph y  an d  So c ia l  C o m po sitio n
39 1.1 Marital (Legal) Status of Young People
41 1.2 Children of Different Mothers in Urban and Rural Areas
43 1.3 Data regarding Deaths
45 1.4 Foreign and Inland Migrations of Children and Youth
47 1.5 Summary of the Demographic Data Survey
47 1.6  Remarks and Supplementary Data regarding the Shape 

of Social Structure and Inter-generational Gaps as well as 
Changes in the Relationships between Groups of the Same Age

48 1.7 Data and Remarks regarding the Social World of Youth
52 Summary
53 Notes



5 5 C h a p t e r  2. C o n d itio n s  at th e  Sta r t  of L ife  
an d  P r o fessio n a l  A c tiv ity  

55 2.1 Standards of Home Life and the Material Situation
of the Families of Origin of the Children and Youth in Poland

62 Summary
63 2.2 Incomes and Expenditures of Families 

that Have Children to Keep
68 2.3 Professional Activity, Difficulties in the Labour Market

and Youth Unemployment
71 Summary
72 Notes

75 C h a p t e r  3. E d u ca tio n  of C h ild r e n  
an d  Y o u th  in  P o lan d  

7 j 3 .1 A Way of Understanding the Notion 
of Education in Poland 

75 3.2 Basic Information about the Shape
of the Polish School System and its Reform 

78 3.3 Scholarizadon Rates
84 3.4 School Selections: School Dropouts,

Screenings and Class Repetition
85 Summary
88 3.5 Data
89 Summary
91 3.6 Problems of Youth Education and Work
94 3.7 National and European Programs of Exchange of Youth,

Education, and Prevention of Graduate Unemployment 
96 Notes

99 C h a p t e r  4. T h e  M a r g in a liz a t io n
a n d  So c ia l  E x c lu sio n  o f C h il d r e n  an d  Y outh  

99 4.1 Psychoactive Substances and Addiction Hazard
10 1 4.2 Dangerous Sexual Behaviours
102 4.3 Breaking Social and Legal Standards
104 4.4 Juvenile Delinquency. Statistics 

of the Polish Police Headquarters
105 4.5 Data 
109 Summary 
n o  Notes



in  C h a p t e r  j . A c tiv ity  of C h il d r e n  an d  Y o uth  
in  So c ia l , P o l it ic a l  an d  C u lt u r a l  L ife  

h i  5.1 Activity in Social Life
1 13 5.2 Youth Activity in Political Life
114  Summary (Joint for Social and Political Activity)
1 1 5 5.3 Cultural Activity 
1 1 8 Summary
120 5.4 Life Styles of Children and Youth in Poland. Typology
1 22 Notes

123 C h a pt e r  6. A ctio n s in  F avo ur  of Y o uth

124 6.1 Family Money Benefits
126 6.2 The State Care of Children and Youth
128 6.3 Scholarship and related Allowances
136 6.4 Instead of a Summary: a New State Policy

towards the Youth. The Experts’ Postulate
140 6.5 Tasks of the Local Self-government Institutions 

concerning the Children and Youth Problems
14 1 6.6 Non-governmental Organizations
143 6.7 The Youth Representation
145 Notes

147 C h a p t e r  7. P r a c t ic a l  In stru ctio n s  fo r
N o n -g o v ern m en ta l  O r g a n iza tio n s  W o r k in g  
in  P o lan d  w ith  C h il d r e n  an d  Y o u th  

i  jo  Notes

Part и
153 Educational Inequalities and Policy 

for Equality in Education in Poland 
by Ireneusz Białecki

1 5 j In tro d u ctio n  
i  5 j  A. Axiological Assumptions 
157 B. Issues concerning Definitions 
i J9 C. The Existing Situation Compared to the Past 
1 66  D. All Indicators Show that Inequalities in Access to Education 

can be Reduced, but they Cannot be Completely Eliminated 
168 E. What is the Situation Compared to Other Countries?



1 69 F. Reasons for Educational Inequalities
1 71 G. What to Do to Reduce Educational Inequalities
173 H. Weak Students in PISA 2000 and 2003 Studies
1 80 I. Educational Policy Issues
189 Annex I
193 Annex 2
195 Notes
198 Bibliography

Part hi

201 Turbulent Youth? 
by Krzysztof Koseła

203 A. Readiness to Take Part in Direct Actions
206 B. The Demographic “Abundance Problem”
207 C. Alleged Conflict of Generations
208 D. Maladjustment of Identity, and the Paths and Scenarios of Life 
210  E. Illegitimate Allegation of Lack of Patriotism
212  F. The Youth Problem
213 G. Sensing the Optimism of Youth from their Attitude to Politics 
218 H. The Society of Citizens. Collective Action Training
222 I. The Effects of Civic Training
229 /. What Policy is Expected by Young People?
231 K. The Situation of Young People on the Labour Market 
235 Notes


